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- on rudeness
78 percent of people say
impoliteness is a serious

problem in America.
S

hey are called commen
courtesies, but they are in

Fact 1. Americans are
downright rude, according to a na
tional stody released last woek, “Ag
gravating Circumstances: A Status
Report on Hudeness in America.”
eonducted by the nonprofit public
opinion organization Public Agenda
for the Pew Charitable Trusts.

k A resounding 7 peroent of those
L mirveyed sald the dismal dearth of
oourtesy is a serious prodiem in so

Of pourse. unless you spend all
your thme sipping tea and reading
Emily Post, you already know that,
bt the report reveals just how bed
') the cosrse behavior has goften at
S youth soccer ganes, @ highways
and in workplaces. stores, restau

See STUDY/6)

Ca.tperzhe ETeh
(s !ics not in its lush setting
but in its many pmctilinncr.;

of magic, good and bad.
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ATEMACO, Mexico — In this “capital
of witches™ — ringed by a blue Jagoon
bursting with birds and forests — wiz-
ards and shamans vie for souls, rous
ing God and Satan in ancient rituals
evocative of a garden of good and evil

Located in the tropical Las
Tuxtlas biosphere, enfolded by
Lake Catemaco on the Guif of
Mexico in Veracruz state, Cate
maco lures thousands of tour
ists. But they don't come for its
colorful boardwalk or because
it is one of Mexico's largest bio

come to seek cures
from depression, unrequited
love and flinesses.

Many arrive to cast evil
spells. Al least a dozen, some
say up to 100, wark herbal
ists, shamans, psyc and for:
tunetellers are eager to help
them.

For three years now, Cate
maco has staged its most fa
mous witcheraft day, the Inter
national Congress of Witches. It's held on the first
Friday of March, a day considered to have the
most positive energy A cornucopia of ceremonies
are held for 24 hours.

Promoted by the city’s tourism office, the sor
cery phenomenon none s has many critics,
who claim many rites are staged for the unknowl

See WITCHCRAFT/S)

A::U.E:' Tito G-umlhu:a,m:_iel(m witch in Catemaco, Veracruz, shakes a medicina! bush branch on Enrique Lopez to cure him of eye trouble

PHOTOS BY JANET SORRARTZ/SPECIAL TO THE EXPRESS-NEWS.

spells against a Cignt’s enemy.
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ABOVE: A shaman partidpates in the dasing ceremony of the Third
intenational Witches Convention.
LEFT: Women representing virgins offer incense 1o the spirits.
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i’ri&sthood celibacy has its place — like many centuries ago

1

Agrs, was all the rage,
which means the only way o ac
quire wealth (read: land) was to

spirtt. Celibacy serves (o at-
tract sexually troubled men, they

say
In all the furor, no ane has ex-
amined historical

monks and such — but fatled. Lawrence Cunningham, theclogy
Then Pope Gregory VI came professor &l Notre Dame Univer-
mlong in 1079 snd benned mar- sity Solution: Ban marriage
Tinge among clergy (i the West, The Rex Lawrenco Brennan,
at Jonst). i’y been policy ever academie dean of a seminary i
since. Shrevesbury, Mo. and & suong
Bat why was Pope Gregory &0 supporter of celibacy, downplays
ol fo ban marriage? It boiks down  the land angle, saying the practice
Targsly (o ane rather workily con- has always been more sbout the
cern. peal estate. By the Middie “availability” of clergy o parish

inherit it. By then the Church was

olibaey’s very wealthy but married clergy
Hers's what many people don't ‘with kids tended to pass their
seem o know: For the first 1200 land down to their progeny mean-
yeurs of priests, ing it beft coffers. Clerical
ops and even popes not only mar-  positions were often inherited as
ried, but also had children. At well, sometimes with disastrous

Does the Catholic Chugch har
bor more pedes than other
groups? Does celibacy draw pedo
philes? All we have right now ar
our own overbeated opinions:
what we need is cold, careful re

foners. But is that & valid premy
ise? Does celibacy really make one
a more giving, selfless cleric? The
married Protestant pastors I've
known (men and women) haven't
seemed distracted from godly ser-

wice by family obligntions; rather;  search — the sort of scrutiny the

they've seemed énriched by them, Church forbids. The bigss ony
It's been estimated that 30 per in all this is that a docurin

cent to 50 percent of Catholic largely instituted to protect

priests today are homosexual; it Church hoidings now threates

wipe them out, as dioceses
out millions to seitle seX 8
cases. A devout Catholic friend of

soems plausible that men who re-
fect their arientation might seek &
haven in celibacy (whether they :
achieve it or not), But pedophiles?  mine nuntly aid she thinks
priests showd be allownd &

drwwn by the stamp of mond recti My :
tude that goes with the collar. the The times, they are achangin
unquestioned autharity it conveys? ~

Or maybe the promise (until re !
cently anyway) their crimes might Jissa Fleicher Stoeitfe’s ¢
be cloked in institationally sanc- - runs o7 Sunday. T

tioned secrecy”? Thursday in SA. L
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